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Auditor General of Canada
• Independent Officer of Parliament (10-year term)

– Established in 1878; powers and responsibilities are set forth in the Auditor 

General Act.

• Reports directly to Canada’s Parliament; audits federal 

government departments and agencies. 

• Audit reports:

– Contain observations and recommendations

– Fact-based, objective

– Made public and are well covered by the media

– Focus on management and implementation of policy, not merits of policy 

(we are policy neutral/not policy advocates)

• Also the auditor for Canada’s territorial governments: 

Nunavut, the Yukon, and the Northwest Territories
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Commissioner of the Environment and 

Sustainable Development (CESD)

• Established via 1995 amendments to the Auditor General Act :

– Appointed by the Auditor General of Canada for a seven year term. 

– On behalf of the Auditor General, provides parliamentarians with objective, 

independent analysis and recommendations on the federal government’s 

efforts to protect the environment and foster sustainable development

– Audits the results of federal programs related to the environment and 

sustainable development and tables reports in Parliament twice a year

– Oversees implementation of Federal Sustainable Development Strategy 

(FSDS) and departmental sustainable development strategies (SDS)

– Manages the environmental petitions process 

• Just like the Auditor General, the CESD reports directly to the 

Parliament of Canada
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Relationship to the Federal Government
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Facts about environmental petitions

• A way to bring concerns about environmental and sustainable 

development issues to the attention of the federal government and 

obtain a formal response 

• A tool for Canadians and Canadian residents

• Only one signature required to submit petition 

• Petitioners guaranteed to receive a response from federal ministers

• Over 460 petitions since process created by Parliament in 1995

• Annual Report to Parliament on Petitions

• On average, petitions are 2000 words
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Petitions: which federal 

organizations are involved? 
1. Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

2. Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency

3. Canada Border Services Agency

4. Canada Economic Development for 

Québec Regions

5. Canada Revenue Agency 

6. Canadian Heritage

7. Employment and Social Development 

Canada

8. Environment and Climate Change 

Canada

9. Finance Canada

10. Fisheries and Oceans Canada

11. Global Affairs Canada

12. Health Canada

13. Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship 

Canada

14. Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada

15. Innovation, Science and Economic

Development Canada

16.Justice Canada

17. National Defence

18. Natural Resources Canada

19. Parks Canada

20. Public Health Agency of Canada

21. Public Safety Canada

22. Public Service and Procurement Canada

23. Transport Canada

24. Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat

25. Veterans Affairs Canada

26. Western Economic Diversification

Canada
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Canadians use the petitions process for a 

variety of reasons
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Environmental Petitions cover a wide 

array of topics (2012-2016) 
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Petitions touch on energy issues



10

Petitions touch on environmental issues 
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Petitions touch on Broader SD-matters

• Adherence to the precautionary principle

• Government’s position for Rio+20

• Economic, and environmental concerns related 

to a marina development in Nova Scotia

• Testing and approval process for pesticides 

used on food and food crops

• Interpretation and application of Canada’s 

Corporate Social Responsibility Strategy

• Concerns about the spraying of pesticides close 

to a school in a rural area



12

Petition Submitted by PhD Candidate

• Petition No. 64 –regarding 1999 Cabinet directive on the 

environmental assessment of policy, plan, and program 

proposals.

• Questioned whether directive on Strategic Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) had changed any federal policies, plans and programs.

• Issues addressed including the following: 

(1) allocation of departmental resources for conducting SEAs

(2) training for those who conducting SEAs

(3) monitoring of SEA implementation

(4) criteria for determining exemptions from SEA requirement 
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Environmental Petitions 2015-2016 

Some Highlights

Environmental Assessment Process Concerns 
(4 petitions)

Pesticide Safety (2 petitions) 

Cross-border movement of hazardous waste

Ecological Integrity of National Parks (2 
petitions)
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Petitions Have Prompted Departments

to take Action 

• Treasury Board Secretariat implemented a transit pass pilot 

project in the National Capital Region (NCR) for federal 

employees. Ultimately expanded to all NCR employees 

• DND committed to identify military dumpsites in the Atlantic Ocean 

and assess the risks that they pose to the environment and human 

health and in 2005 created an Unexploded Ordnance Program. 

• HC has proposed amendments to reduce level of permissible 

contaminants (lead in apple juice and arsenic in bottled water) 
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Large-scale dredging and removal 

of gravel from the Fraser River 

Marine protected areas 

Sea lice and loss of wild salmon in BC

Strategic environmental assessment

Petitions have raised questions that we 

have integrated into our audits 
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• Oil & gas sector had not been required to report under National 

Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) for substances released 

through using fluids for hydraulic fracturing (i.e. “fracking”) or for 

in-situ oil sands extraction

• Following 2011 submission of Petition #317 (on reporting of 

chemicals used for shale gas and in-situ mining), Environment 

Canada now explicitly requires reporting of underground releases 

under NPRI

Recent example of OAG update on Government 
responses to petitions
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Steps in Petitions Process
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Petitions Process - Timeline
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•Consider the most important goals that you want to achieve and 

craft  your questions accordingly.

•Avoid making requests that the government is unable or unlikely 

to consider

•Anticipate possible responses and incorporate potential follow-up 

questions.

•Make sure your questions clearly relate to the information 

provided in the petition 

•Reference relevant laws and regulations

•Number your questions

•Clearly identify the lead department(s) responsible for each 

question or request

•Propose possible solutions to the issues you raise

Tips for filing petitions   
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In conclusion, the environmental 

petitions process offers several 

advantages:
Petitioners

- Provide new information

- Signal emerging public concerns

- Call attention to gaps

Departments/Government

- Clarify government policy or positions on issues

- Promotes interdepartmental discussions 

OAG & CESD

- Helps signal  issues  of public concern that might  be significant 
and warrant audit attention. 

- Raise questions that can be answered in an audit 
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)For More information …

Available at http://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca

http://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/
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)

Thank you/Merci !

Office of the Auditor General of Canada

Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable 

Development

Attention: Petitions

240 Sparks, Ottawa, ON  KIA 0G6

Website: www.oag-bvg.gc.ca @OAG_BVG

Email: petitions@oag-bvg.gc.ca @BVG_OAG

Phone: 613-995-3708 

Toll-free: 1-888-761-5953 OAGBVG

Contact us


